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Ambassador Karrlraaa called on Pushkin at tho former 1 3 

request thi3 afternoon* Tho conversation lasted For a little 
ovor one hour. 

Ambassador Karrinan bo can the conversation by saying 
that ho had ju3t received a to le gran from Washington, filled 
with good news" regarding all the "presents” tho Soviets 
were going to £ivo U 3 (that is, concessions thoy would make) 
et the Conforonce. He explained that the telegram reported 
a converse t ion which had token place at Washington between 
Mr, Rostov and a member of the Soviet Embassy (Smirocvsky) 
whoso nemo he refrained from mentioning. Ho then proceeded 
to comment on the various items vhichhad been discussed at 
Washington. During the early part of tho visit Ambassador 
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Pushkin seemed somewhat puzzled and at one point he Indicated that he 
knew nothing of the conversation Ambassador Harrican was suTiSiai'izing. 
He said that embassies generally were not well informed concerning the 
details of conferences, which were understood best by the heads of 
delegations. Pushkin was also clearly nonplussed at Ac:bassedoi' 
Hsrrican's genial "good news" approach, but ho remained affable and 
relaxed, although wary. Ambassador Harrican made clear that the N 
Soviet participant in the Washington conversation had done nothing 
untoward, and had not actually specifically acquiesced to Mr. Rostow’s 
points, but had only refrained from objecting. When Rostov’s name 
was first mentioned Pushkin referred to him S3 the American 
* theoretician,” and Ambassador Harriman explained that the former was 
by no means concerned with theory but was actively involved in Soviet- 
American relations. The discussion of the various points of the 
Rostow-Sairnovsky conversation is summarized below. 

1. On the matter of the veto in the ICC, Pushkin stated cate- 
gorically that majority rule would be unacceptable to the Soviets. 

On the other hand he left the doer slightly ajar on the matter of 

8 trie t unanimity, saying that that would have to be negotiated in the 
days ahead. { 

2. The subject of veto by the Lao Government involved- consider- 
able discussion. Pushkin finally said that he thought a midway point 
between our position end his would be reached if the wording of the 
agreement were to read ”ln agreement with the government” instead of 
"with egreement by the government," the latter having been his 
previous proposal. He agreed that it should not be necessary for the 
ICC to get permission from the Lao Government for each step and 
investigation, so long a3 they were in accordance with the overall 
agreement between the two. 

3. Supervised withdrawal of foreign troops took up somewhat 
less time. At no point did Pushkin deny that there were Viet Kinh 
troops in LaoS and he nodded when Ambassador Harrican remarked that 
we supposed they intended to disappear before the ICC investigation 
began, before their presence wa3 admitted. He said he assumed the 
Thais and South Vietnamese would also want to do so. 

f 4. On the matter of orderly reduction of Lao forces on both 
sides, Pushkin observed that this was a "new” subject which hod not 
been discussed heretofore between us. He got out a copy of the 
Zurich communique and read off point 5, which touches on that problem. 
At the sane tine he admitted quite readily that the Communique 
required the future agreement of the three Princes. He emphasized 
with appropriate gestures that no private forces, including those of 
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the Fathet Leo end of P hours i, should be alioied to regain, and that 
all should be integrated into a single, unified, national army. The 
latter should be relatively small, he said, and the remaining, excess 
soldiers could bo demobilized. Ambassador Harriman remarked that 
during his recent talks with Souvsnna Fhoumo the tentative number of 
about 10,000 in army and 10,000 constabulary had been mentioned. 

Pushkin did not take issue with this, stating only that the exact 
size of the future national army us 3 an Internal Laotian question. 

5. During the discussion of the transit of Viet tlinh forces 
through Laos to South Vietnam, Pushkin at no time specifically denied 
that such movements had taken place. Instead, he argued that the 
"main " reason for trouble in South Vietnam was widespread popular 
s opposition to the Diea regime. Ke compared Diem with Syngnan Rhee 
and intimated he v?ould meet the same fate as the latter. Ambassador 
Harriman stated that Diea was attempting needed- social and economic . 
reforms, but that it was impossible to put them through when guerillas 
were disrupting normal village life. Ambassador Harriman suggested 
that if it proved possible to reach an agreement in the Laos Confer- 
ence it might be desirable for the Soviets and Americans to try to 1 

arrange an end to the fighting between South and North Ylet-Kaa and 
to Improve relations between them. Pushkin indicated that he felt 
such efforts night be useful, so long as both the Vietnamese regimes 
were included in the discussions. He added that of course he hod no 
authority to go into this matter at the present Geneva conference, 
and Harriman replied that it went without saying that neither of 
them did. 

i 

Shortly, afterwards Ambassador Harriman asked whether Fushlcin was 
not no v; ready to agree to that portion of our text which specifically 
forbids the transit of foreign military personnel through Laos. 

Harriman referred to his previous argument with the Chinese on that . / -i 

point, in which the latter claimed that it was covered by general - ■ 
language end the Ambassador had countered that if that wer-o the case i 
there was no reason why the text could not be more explicit. Harriman 
added with a smile that he hod taken Pushkin 1 s silence in that instance 
to indicate agreement with us. Pushkin sailed broadly and Jokingly 
replied: "Xou want to have everything in your pocket, this afternoon." 

At this point the question of Kucmintang troops in Laos arose, 

8nd Ambassador Harriman took the opportunity to assure Pushkin of the 
Kennedy administration’s desire to have them out of Thailand and l 

Burma as well as Laoa. Pushkin immediately remarked that it would be 
difficult to exaggerate the bad effect the presence of Kuoaintang 
soldiers in those countries had had on Communist China’s attitude 
towards the United States. He emphasized that point two or threo 
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times and added that it was not a quoction of the Chinese Communists 
fearing the Euonir.tang units but rather that it was a cottar of 
principle. Karrirjan coni-nonted that ha assumed the change in Presi- 
dential directive of 7th Fleet in 1953 had had an even Greater irjpact 
on Peking. When Pushkin u-ged U.S* to get KMT out, Harrisan asked 
him "how, 1 * explaining difficulties. Did Pushkin want U.S. to send 
U.S. troops in to take then out? Pushkin admitted that would be a 
bad idea. 


The conversation ended on a pleasant note soon after. 
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